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Q&A Team Play
Team Play
When playing as team-mates (2 or more players on a team), team-mates can work together to arrive at an 

answer, but must reach a consensus before declaring an answer to the other players.

1.	 What is sustainable development?

2.	 What are the Millennium Development Goals?

3.	 How would you define poverty?

4.	 What is the Kyoto Protocol?

5.	 How have some countries benefitted from globalization?

6.	 What does the United Nations do to reduce poverty?

7.	 What is the World Heritage list?

8.	 What kind of emergency relief did the UN provide to the December 2004 tsunami victims?

 FACT SHEET

Saving the Temples of Nubia
Egypt is the home of many ancient temples and monuments, including those at 
Nubia. The construction of the Aswan Dam on the River Nile threatened the exist-
ence of these 5,000-year-old monuments. In 1960, the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launched an international campaign 
to save them from destruction. But this could be done only by removing the mon-

uments from the flooded area and taking them to a higher place. This is exactly 
what the international experts, brought together by the United Nations, did: 
they cut the monuments into blocks and then reassembled them at a safer 

place. It took them 20 years of hard work to accomplish this spectacular job.

By 2008 the United Nations placed over 851 cultural, natural and mixed 
properties onto its World Heritage List. Such diverse sites as the Pyramids 
of Egypt, the Grand Canyon in the United States, and the Taj Mahal of 
India are included in the list. Because of their outstanding universal value, 
these sites are considered to be mankind’s common heritage. Some 180 
nations have signed a treaty agreeing to cooperate and contribute to the 
protection of these properties. 

UNESCO has helped to protect many such historic monuments in over  
80 countries, including the Acropolis in Greece; the Angkor Wat Temple in 
Cambodia; Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park in Australia and the Borobudur 
Shrine in Indonesia. 

: www.unesco.org
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Some facts about human rights

•	� In 2007, 113 million school-age children were not in school—97% of 
them in developing countries.  Of the world’s estimated 854 million 
illiterate adults, 544 million are women.

•	� An estimated 171 million children – of whom 73 million are under 
the age of 10  - are working with hazardous chemicals and pesti-
cides in agriculture, with dangerous machinery or in mines.  

•	 �An estimated 8.4 million children are forced into bonded labor, 
prostitution, pornography, armed conflict or other illicit activities.

•	� The UN has successfully negotiated two Optional Protocols to its 
1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child—by which States par-
ties agree to ban the participation of children under 18 in armed 
conflict; and agree to prohibit the sale of children, child prostitu-
tion and child pornography. Both came into force in early 2002

•	� Women tend to face higher rates of violence because discrimina-
tion on the basis of gender frequently renders them among the 
powerless members of society. Racial discrimination often results 
in violence. Women who face discrimination based on both race 
and gender are thus doubly at risk of violence. 



Four-year old boy on the garbage dump in Sao Paulo.

A group of children are at the International Rescue Committee kindergarden at the Hamadiya internally displaced persons (IDPs) camp in Zalingei, West Darfur, 
Sudan.
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Human Rights 

What is meant by human rights?  

Human rights are those rights which are essential for us to live as human beings. Without 
human rights, we cannot fully develop and use our human qualities, our intelligence, our tal-
ent and our spirituality.

The United Nations set a common standard on human rights for all nations when, in 1948, 
it adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. By this Declaration, Governments 
accepted the obligation to ensure that all human beings, rich and poor, strong and weak, male 
and female, of all races and religions, are treated equally. The Declaration is not part of binding 
international law, but due to widespread acceptance by countries in the world, it has gained 

great moral weight. 

The UN has also adopted many inter-
national human rights treaties, legally 
binding nations to guarantee their 
citizens’ social, economic and politi-
cal rights. The most important of these 
treaties are two International Covenants 
— one on economic, social and cultural 
rights and the other on civil and politi-
cal rights. These treaties, together with  
Optional Protocols, are known as the 
International Bill of Human Rights. 

: http://www.un.org/rights/

Which UN body has responsibility for human rights?

The Human Rights Council was established in 
June 2006 to replace the Human Rights Com-
mission which operated from 1946 to 2006.  
Unlike the Commission, the new Council is a 
subsidiary body of the General Assembly.  This 
makes it directly accountable to the full mem-
bership of the United Nations. The Council is 
the main United Nations forum for dialogue 
and cooperation on human rights. It is admin-
istered by the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, former First Lady of the United 
States, holds a poster-size copy of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. She was one of the authors of the 
Declaration in 1948. 

Inaugural session of the United Nations Human Rights Council in 
Geneva, 19 June 2006.



Every child has the right to:
 �a name and a  
nationality;

 �protection from all 
forms of violence, 
including sexual 
exploitation;

  education;

 � freedom of 
thought.

Do children enjoy human rights?
Children enjoy the same rights as adults. However, because they are minors, 
they need special protection. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
adopted in 1989, sets forth the individual rights that any person under 18 
years of age requires to develop his or her full potential, free from hunger and 
want, neglect and abuse. More countries have ratified the Child Rights Con-
vention than any other human rights treaty in history – all the 192 Member 
States of the UN had become State Parties to the Convention as of May 2006. 

 
What other human rights laws and agreements have been 
negotiated by the UN?

The United Nations has helped negotiate over 80 human rights treaties and 
declarations, dealing with the rights of women, children, disabled persons, 
minorities, indigenous people and other vulnerable groups. Together, these 
agreements have helped create a “culture of human rights” throughout the 
world, proving to be a powerful tool in curbing abuses. 

Some human rights conventions :

	 �The Convention on the Prevention of the Crime of Genocide 
(1948) defines genocide as the committing of certain acts with  
the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group;

	� The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1984) holds States responsible 
for preventing torture and makes it legally punishable;

	� The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination (1966) defines racial discrimination as “any 
distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, 
descent, or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect 
of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on 
an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the 
political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life”, 
and obliges States to eliminate racial discrimination; 

	� The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (1979) is often described as an international bill 
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of rights for women.  It defines discrimination against women as any dis-
tinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex and encourages 
governments to take measures to stop discrimination. 

	� The Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) defines the rights 
of refugees, especially their right not to be forcibly returned to countries 
where they are at risk, and makes provisions for various aspects of their 
everyday lives, including their right to work, education, public assistance 
and social security, as well as their right to travel documents. 

Other than adopting international laws, how does the UN protect  
human rights?

The UN promotes respect for human rights in several ways, including:

	  �Monitoring the human rights records of nations. It has set up the Human 
Rights Council which has the authority to recommend that the General 
Assembly suspend the rights and privileges of any Council Member that 
it decides has persistently committed gross and systematic violations of 
human rights.  This process of suspension would require a two-thirds 
majority vote by the General Assembly.  

	� Through its six committees, which may call upon the Governments to 
respond to allegations; they may also adopt decisions and make them pub-
lic, along with criticisms or recommendations;

	� Appointing experts known as special rapporteurs or representatives who 
gather facts, visit prisons, interview victims, and make recommendations 
on how to increase respect for human rights;

	� Establishing working groups to investigate such issues as arbitrary deten-
tion. When their reports highlight human rights violations, they help to 
mobilize international attention;

	� Providing technical assistance to strengthen national and regional institu-
tions, such as courts and school systems.

	� Holding international conferences to discuss human rights issues and ask 
Governments to commit themselves publicly on human rights issues.  

Who are the special rapporteurs and working groups?

Special rapporteurs and working groups on human rights are on the front lines in 
the protection of human rights. They investigate violations and intervene in indi-
vidual cases and emergency situations, in what are referred to as “special proce-
dures”. Human rights experts are independent. They serve in their personal capac-
ity for a maximum of six years. The number of such experts has grown steadily 
over the years. There are currently over 30 special procedure mandates.

In preparing their reports to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly, 
these experts use all reliable resources, including individual complaints and infor-

All people have the right to: life,  
liberty and 
security;

freedom of  
expression;

freedom 
from  
slavery;

fair trial;

equal 
treatment 
before the 
law;



mation from non-governmental organizations (NGOs). A significant portion of their 
research is done locally, where they meet both with authorities and victims, and 
gather on-site evidence. Their reports are made public to emphasize the responsi-
bility of Governments for the protection of human rights. 

: www.ohchr.org/

Can individuals complain about violations of their rights?

Yes.  Optional protocols to some UN treaties allow individuals to lodge complaints 
if the Government in question has ratified the protocols. Under a confidential com-
munications procedure, allegations of gross and systematic violations of human 
rights can also be submitted to the UN if domestic remedies have been exhausted. 

There is a Human Rights website to go to if one has human rights complaints or 
concerns: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/chr/complaints.htm. The email 
address is: CP@ohchr.org

Who created the International Criminal Court?  
Why do we need such a court?

In 1998, at a conference in Rome, 120 nations agreed to estab-
lish a permanent International Criminal Court (ICC). The court 
has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for some of the 
most serious offences, such as genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. As of 1 June 2008, 106 countries were part-
ners to the Rome Statute of the ICC.

There are real needs for such a court. In some countries, in times of conflict, there 
may be no courts capable of dealing properly with war crimes. It may also be that 
the Government in power is unwilling to prosecute its own citizens, especially if 
they are high-ranking officials. The ICC provides a just option in such cases.

: www.icc-cpi.int/

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples

On 13 December 2007, the General Assembly adopted the United Nations Dec-
laration on the Indigenous Peoples. It is a triumph for justice and human dignity 
following more than two decades of negotiations between Governments and Indig-
enous peoples’ representatives. 

The Declaration establishes a universal framework of minimum standards for 
the survival, dignity, well-being and rights of the world’s Indigenous peoples. It 
addresses both individual and collective rights; cultural rights and identity; rights 
to education, health, employment, language; and others. It outlaws discrimination 
against Indigenous peoples and promotes their full and effective participation in 
all matters that concern them.  The Declaration also ensures their right to remain 
distinct and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural devel-
opment.  It explicitly encourages harmonious and cooperative relations between 
States and Indigenous peoples.

freedom of 
movement;

a  
nationality;

contract a 
marriage 

and found 
a family;

work;

equal pay 
for equal 

work.
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 FACT SHEET
Sending Girls to School
Everywhere in the world, girls face discrimination. They often receive less food than boys do and, in 
many countries, they work long hours even when they are only 5 or 6 years old. Eighty million girls 
aged 6 to 11 do not go to school. The United Nations has adopted a treaty, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (1989), which asks Governments to spend more money to educate girls. Thanks in 
part to the United Nations, today 77 per cent of primary-school-age children are enrolled in school, a 
big jump from less than 50 per cent in 1960. This is progress, but a lot remains to be done.   

Children who work
Until recently, 12-year-old Leandra Cristina Da 
Silva worked hard for a living. Instead of play-
ing in her backyard or attending school, she 
laboured seven days a week, coated with dust 
and grime in the filth of the Olinda garbage 
dump on the outskirts of the coastal town of 
Recife in northern Brazil. Although she lives 
close to the sea, with Marcia, her mother, and 
her brother and sister, Leandra had never 
seen the Atlantic Ocean. Each day for Leandra 
was the same: after finishing her chores at 
home, she left every morning to work along-

side her mother for 10 hours or more each day, scavenging for cans and bottles to sell. 
After an exhausting day at the dump, she returned to a home with no running water 
and crawled into a bed that she shared with her mother and two siblings. 

Working at the Olinda dump is mind-numbing and dangerous. When the super-
market truck appears, men, women and children scramble to get the best garbage. 
Yet for all the drudgery and hazards, Leandra barely earned the equivalent of $3 a 
day selling the collected bottles to a middleman, who makes money exploiting child 
workers. It is illegal for children in Brazil to work in such dangerous conditions, 
but the pressures of poverty force parents to take risks to feed their families.

Recognizing that education is the best way to fight poverty, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UN International Labour Organization have joined 
forces with the Brazilian Government to open new doors for children, putting them 
back in school where they belong. The Bolsa Escola (“School Scholarship”) programme 
makes cash and in-kind grants to families to replace the income children bring in. 

Though Leandra was proud to help her family, she longed to go to school. Her 
mother, Marcia, had worked all her life and did not get any schooling. She did not 
really understand the bolsa and did not believe it would replace the money her 
daughter earned at the dump to help support the family. But then one day, good 
fortune smiled on Leandra. With the help of UNICEF Project Officer Ana Maria 
Azevedo and Susan Sarandon, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, Leandra was award-
ed a bolsa. She was thrilled to make a new start. 

Adapted from: UN Works 

: www.un.org/works/goingon/labor/eleandra_story.html
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Helping the victims of torture
The police arrived in the middle of the night. They fired tear gas, kicked down the door and began 
assaulting the people in the house. A small group of people had gathered to mourn the death of 
a 15-year-old boy who had died in police custody. Everyone in the house, including three boys 
between the ages of 11 and 15, was forced into police vans.
The event described above is just an illustration of torture by the State, still practiced in many 
countries. The United Nations wants this to stop.
In 1984 the UN adopted the Convention against Torture. A 10-member Committee against Torture 
periodically examines reports from countries that have ratified the Convention. The UN has also 
set up a voluntary fund for victims of torture. It provides humanitarian, legal and financial assist-
ance to torture victims and their children.

 

The UN fights apartheid:   
a crime against humanity

Apartheid, in the Afrikaans language of South Africa, means 
separateness. South Africa, though 80 per cent of its people 
are black, had long been ruled by the country’s tiny white 
minority. They imposed the policy of apartheid, racially seg-
regating the country and depriving the black population of 
the very basic human rights. The United Nations, condemn-
ing apartheid as a “crime against humanity”, carried out a 
sustained campaign against this policy for more than three 
decades. Apartheid finally ended in April 1994 after the United 

Nations assisted in and supervised the holding of the country’s first free and multiracial election. Nelson 
Mandela, speaking before the United Nations (left),  who was jailed for decades by the apartheid regime, 
became the first President of a new, racially-integrated South Africa.

Q&A Team Play
Team Play
When playing as team-mates (2 or more players on a team),  team-mates can work  together to arrive at an 

answer, but must reach a consensus before declaring an answer to the other players.

1.	 What are human rights?

2.	 When was the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted? What does it entail?

3.	 Which UN body has primary responsibility for human rights?

4.	 Other than adopting international laws, how does the UN protect human rights?

5.	 What is the function of a special rapporteur?

6.	 What does apartheid mean?

7.	 What does the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples say?
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Frequently asked questions
How can individuals support the UN? Can they join the Organization as members?

No, only independent countries with international recognition can become members of the UN. 
However, individuals can support the work of the United Nations through international and 
local non-governmental organizations. Some of them collaborate with the UN Department of 
Public Information and provide the UN with valuable links to people around the world. 

For more information: 

: http://www.un.org/dpi/ngosection/index.html 

There are United Nations Associations (UNA-USA and WFUNA) in more than 100 countries, 
often with many local chapters. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has national committees in 
many countries, spreading awareness about UNICEF’s programmes and raising the funds to help 
make them a reality. Some 3,600 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organiza-
tion (UNESCO) clubs, centres and associations (associated with UNESCO) in over 90 countries 
undertake activities in the areas of education, science, culture and communication. Major con-
tact points are the UN information centres and services all over the world.

If you have a skill in such fields as agriculture, medicine, education, information technology, voca-
tional training, the promotion of human rights, industry and population – as well as the necessary 
flexibility and commitment – the UN Volunteers (UNV) programme may place you, for a one- to 
two-year period, with an appropriate UN development project in a developing country. 

Contact UN Volunteers, P.O. Box 260111, D-53153, Bonn, Germany • Tel: 49 (228) 815-2000; 
Fax: 49 (228) 815-2001 • Email: information@unvolunteers.org

www.unv.org

I want to continue my studies at a foreign university. Can the UN provide me with 
financial assistance?

The United Nations does not provide financial assistance to students. You can find some infor-
mation about scholarships offered by higher education institutions and international organiza-
tions in a guide published by UNESCO, entitled “Study Abroad”. To purchase a copy of the 
Study Abroad catalogue, please write to: UNESCO Publishing, Promotion and Sales Division,  
1 rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15 (France) or order on-line at: 

: http://www.unesco.org/publishing

Does the UN accept student interns?

The United Nations offers an unpaid internship programme for graduate students only at its New 
York Headquarters. It consists of three two-month periods throughout the year. For more infor-
mation go to: 

: http://www.un.org/Depts/OHRM/sds/internsh/index.htm
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Where can I get information about a UN Member country’s position on various 
current issues?

You can obtain such information from the Permanent Mission to the United Nations of the 
country concerned. The list of websites for the Member States can be found at:

: http://www.un.int/index-en/webs.html

What is United Nations Day?

It is the birthday of the United Nations. It falls on 24 October, the day that the Organization 
came into being in 1945 after a majority of its original Members formally accepted their 
membership by agreeing to the Charter of the United Nations. Thus, 24 October is cel-
ebrated all over the world as United Nations Day.

Is information about the UN available through the Internet?
The UN has its own home page at 

: www.un.org

Is there anything on the UN webite designed especially  
for young people?

The United Nations CyberSchoolBus has been set up to provide  
materials about the Organization for children and teachers.

: www.un.org/Cyberschoolbus

Does the UN have an anthem?

The UN does not have an official anthem or hymn. The General 
Assembly recognized the need for an official song and reserved the 
right to select and adopt one. So far, no decision has been taken. 
In 1970, Maestro Pablo Casals of Spain set music to a hymn written 
in honour of the UN by English poet W. H. Auden. This hymn was 
performed on UN Day in 1971 at UN Headquarters.

Where can I write for more information about the  
United Nations?

You can write to: 

Visitors Services, Department of Public Information, 
GA-57, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA.

E-Mail: inquiries@un.org 
Phone: (212) 963-4475 
Fax: (212) 963-0071

: www.un.org/geninfo/faq
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Maestro Pablo Casals of Spain conducting 
the premiere of his “Hymn to the United  

Nations” at UN Headquarters,  
24 October 1971.



What are some of the special days celebrated by the United Nations?

27 January International Day of Commemoration in Memory of  
the Victims of the Holocaust

8 March International Women’s Day

21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

25 March International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery  
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade

7 April World Health Day

3 May World Press Freedom Day

15 May International Day of Families

21 May World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development

29 May International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers

31 May World No-Tobacco Day

5 June World Environment Day

20 June World Refugee Day

26 June International Day against Drug Abuse

11 July World Population Day

9 August International Day of the World’s Indigenous People

8 September International Literacy Day

21 September International Day of Peace

1 October International Day of Older Persons

2 October International Day of Non-Violence

17 October International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

24 October United Nations Day

16 November International Day of Tolerance

20 November Universal Children’s Day

25 November International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

29 November International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

1 December World AIDS Day

3 December International Day of Disabled Persons

9 December International Anti-Corruption Day

10 December   Human Rights Day

18 December   International Migrant’s Day
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